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Background 
•  Community members wanted to come together to 
find real solutions & take action instead of just 
talking   
•  No funding 
•  All organizations contribute inkind- time for staff 
to attend meetings and work on goals, Kwantlen 
contributes meeting space 
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NEVR  

Process 

Goals of First Meeting   

Learn about each other – why are we here? 

Formulate a common understanding of the project 

Share commitments to the project 

Plan immediate and short term goals  
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Process 

Goal: To understand domestic abuse from multiple 
perspectives and make recommendations for 
change 

Identify Level of commitment 
Advisory 
Collaborator 
Investigator 



NEVR  

Process 

Developed the study with input from the group, 
submitted for ethics approval 

Continued to meet every 4 months to develop the 
Purpose/Scope/Mission and identify specific 
work the group wanted to engage in. 
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Purpose 

The purpose of NEVR is to work toward reducing and 
eliminating violence in relationships in Surrey/North 
Delta/White Rock, British Columbia through coordinated, 
open and seamless service delivery, collaboration, sharing 
of resources among service providers, community 
leaders, educators and government bodies. 
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Mission 

A diverse team will lead the initiatives to intervene, reduce and ultimately 
eliminate the incidence of violence in relationships and shift societal norms 
that condone its prevalence by  
•  creating awareness of and preventing relationship violence through 
education 
•  having a community where public/private violence is not tolerated nor 
accepted 
•  having a system that provides coordinated support to victims/ offenders  
in a timely manner to mitigate the impacts of violence 
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Research study on “Understanding Multiple 
Perspective on Abuse” (ministries, justice 
system, healthcare, services providers (in 
progress) 

Preliminary findings 

Ac#ons	
  



Actions 
Service/health providers will understand the 

definition and scope of issue of violence in 
relationships and the resources that are available 
and the system as a whole (big picture) 

Each meeting try to bring in statistics and have 
different agencies discuss their resources 
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Actions 

Social Media 

•  Facebook page: Search Network to 
Eliminate Violence in Relationships 

•  Twitter: NEVRCampaign 
•  Instagram: nevrcampaign 
•  Web page www.kwantlen.ca/NEVR 
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Actions 

Education 
•   High school student program   developed by 
students 
• Developing / using age-appropriate material 
for elementary & high school students, on 
healthy relationships 
•   Conflict resolution class developed for ESL 
classes 



Action 
Media 

•  Radio/TV program 
•  Media releases 
•  South Asian Media launch 
•  Map community resources  
•  Student Awareness Fair 
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Action 
•  Two conferences Working with South Asian 

Families 

•  Update Pink Book 
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Statistics 
Estimates 

NEVR 

Peace	
  Bond	
   89	
  
SOP	
   57	
  
Proba#on	
  Order	
   128	
  
Jail	
   45	
  
CSO	
   4	
  
No	
  Charges	
   84	
  
Lost	
  Contact	
   67	
  
Decline	
  services	
   10	
  
PBVS	
  Referrals	
   455	
  
Self	
  &	
  other	
  referrals	
   64	
  
Plead:	
  Guilty	
   27	
  



Action 
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Screening tool for Nurses 
Ask questions as part of regular assessment 

If patient answers yes, then do a more 
thorough assessment  
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Screening tool 
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Plan 

•  Understand current legislation and its 
 boundaries & BC’s Domestic Violence Plan 

•  Look at other jurisdictions and models 
•  Collaborate with PODV 
•  Lobby for change 
•  Be the change 
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Thank-­‐you!	
  

balbir.gurm@kwantlen.ca	
  
gthandi@dcrs.ca	
  
mm@surreywomenscentre.ca	
  


